
Located at the heart of the Central District, the 

Garfi eld Superblock is the community’s central 

gathering place as well as a historical City-wide 

des� na� on.  Known to some as “Li� le City Hall”, the 

space pulsates with a rich history of events, people, 

and moments, which con� nues today.  

The block is comprised of the Garfi eld Community 

Center, Medgar Evars Pool, the Tennis Courts and 

adjoining Garfi eld Park, including the historic Garfi eld 

Ball Fields; the Teen-Life Center, the Quincy Jones 

Performing Arts Center; and Garfi eld High School 

and Track and Field.  The community is known for its 

ethnic and racial diversity, being a historic pla� orm of 

important civic events and cultural arts, and warm, 

welcoming hospitality during celebra� ons and in 

� mes of need. 

Grounds Improvements: Site improvements 

throughout the park to help support the overall park 

and ameni� es use and ac� vi� es.

Project Descrip� on

A “Legacy and Promise Promenade”: 
Crea� on of a pathway that integrates art and 

ameni� es that refl ect the tremendous  cultural 

diversity and rich history of the Central District. 

The 2020 -2021 goal of the Garfi eld Superblock - Park 

and Promenade Renova� on Project is to confi rm 

and implement the unfi nished renova� on work of 

the 2005 Garfi eld Superblock Master Plan. This was 

a planning effort funded by the adjacent Garfi eld 

School renova� on (completed in 2008). 

The Project design addresses the two following 

recommenda� ons from the Master plan that were 

never implemented:

www.garfi eldsuperblock.org
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N A, 2005 MASTERPLAN DESIGN B, 2005
Diagonal Scheme

2005-08: Garfi eld Super 

Block Master Plan and 

High School Renova� on

2015-2019 Planning and Organiza� on 2019-2020 Design, Advocacy and 

Fundraising

GSB Coali� on Formed

First Grant Awarded 

2
0

1
5

2
0

0
5

2
0

1
9



A6

C

C

C

GARFIELD SUPER BLOCK CAMPUS PLAN
PARK & PROMENADE IMPROVEMENTS 

TEEN LIFE CENTER

MEDGAR 

EVERS POOL

GARFIELD 

COMMUNITY 

CENTER

PARKING LOT

BALL FIELDS

2
3

R
D

 A
V

E

2
5

T
H

 A
V

E

CHERRY ST

LIVING 

ROOM

HORACE MANN SCHOOL

COYOTE CENTRAL

A5

A4

A1

A3

A2

ALL

MULTI-USE 

COURTS

PARKING LOT

A7

PLAY
(POURED IN PLACE OR TURF)

SLIDE & PLAYFUL STEPS, TYP.

BAR HEIGHT TABLE & SEATING

BLEACHERS, TYP.

PORCH SWINGS

NATURE PATHWAY

NATURE PATH 
LOGS & BOULDERS

PLAZA WITH SPECIALTY PAVING

COMMUNITY GATEWAY

COMMUNITY GATEWAY

COMMUNITY GATEWAY

PLAZA WITH SPECIALTY PAVING

GROUP ARTWORK/WATER FEATURE
PLAZA WITH SPECIALTY PAVING

GARDEN PLANTING

NATIVE PLANTING BED, TYP.

ARTWORK #6

PLAZA WITH SPECIALTY PAVING

ARTWORK #3

ARTWORK #4

PICNIC SHELTER W/ TABLES

ARTFUL PAVING/FURNISHING BAND, TYP.

EXISTING TREES, TYP.

SEATWALL, TYP.

CROSSWALK

NEW 8’ FENCE

BOULDER SEATING

BAR HEIGHT TABLE & SEATING AT 
ELEVATED OVERLOOK

SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS

STREETSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS

24TH AVE 
CONNECTION SOUTH

ADA PATH 
IMPROVEMENTS 

ADA RAMP (1:12 Slope)

EXISTING MEMORIAL 

PLAQUE

LAWN, TYP.

10’

8’

9’

+284

+286
+284

+283

+286

10’

+289 +291
6’

6’

+293
+294

308

+293

R
R

R

C
O

N
C

ESSIO
N

S

BLEACHERS, TYP.

RESTROOMS

COMFORT STATION 

+292

TR
A

C
TO

R
 

STO
R

A
G

E

ARTWORK #5

ARTWORK #1

EVENT SEATING, TYP.

6’

EXIST. 

CROSSWALK 

TO NOVA HIGH 

SCHOOL

BBQ, TYP.

10’
23RD AVE 
CONNECTION

MAINTENANCE ACCESS, TYP.

+290

305

300

295

288

SEATING AMENITY

+284

LEGEND

A#

COMMUNITY GATEWAYC

ARTWORK #1

ARTWORK #7

302

290POTENTIAL 

PARKOUR

+284+284

+284+284

+284+284

10’10’

+286+286+286+286

ROOROO

Construc� on

Starts

Park 

Reopens

2
0

2
3

2
0

2
4

 2
0

2
5

Today

Design Construc� on

Current Design Plan- 100% Design Development - March 2023
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The Problem

From 2010-2014, The Sea� le Times reported 

that Sea� le was cited as the third most swi� ly 

gentrifying city among 100 large U.S. ci� es. This rapid 

displacement is most prevalent in areas like the Central 

District, a historically Black and African American 

community. In 1970, 73% of residents iden� fi ed as 

Black and African American. Today, that number hovers 

below 18%.

 

During this period of rapid gentrifi ca� on, the theme 

of “Legacy and Promise” underlines the importance 

of enshrining historical memory. The promenade, 

inspired by the Garfi eld High School murals, represents 

the past, present, and future of the community, and 

endeavors to tell the story of several ethnic groups 

depicted in those murals that have called the Central 

District “home” throughout history. As long-� me 

residents fi nd themselves priced out of their family 

neighborhoods, we stand to lose the genera� onal 

knowledge and memory of the Central District. This 

promenade will ensure that this history is never lost or 

forgo� en.

The Vision

The realiza� on of Garfi eld Super Block would cement 

the history of the Central District through public art and 

green space ac� va� on which will benefi t community 

members and newcomers alike. In addi� on, the “Legacy 

and Promise Promenade” will feature collabora� ve art 

work that illuminates the mul� -cultural history of the 

Central District.

The Legacy and Promise Promenade will connect the 

West side, star� ng from Cherry Street and heading 

towards the school, with addi� onal artworks on the 

loop path surrounding the playfi elds that connect 

Garfi eld High School, Medgar Evers Swimming Pool and 

the Garfi eld Community and Teen Centers.

In the original 2005 Garfi eld Super Block plan, the 

community determined public art would be the best 

medium to talk about these collec� ve and genera� onal 

experiences. The inten� on then and now is to create 

a shared space for diff erent cultures to be celebrated 

for their historical impact within the Central District 

that will stand the testament of � me.  By crea� ng this 

Legacy and Promise Promenade in the heart of the 

Central District, it will serve as a poignant reminder of 

the history of this community for past, present, and 

future genera� ons.

The ethnic communi� es featured in these artworks are 

Black & African American, Chinese, Duwamish, Filipino, 

Italian, Japanese, and Jewish.

Spring 2025 Park opens 
to Public

Fall 2022 Master Art Plan
 - Art Master Plan Development
 - Project and Site Research
 - Ethnic Advisory Committee Reps Selected
 - Artist Training Boot-camp
 - RFQ Preparation

Jan/Feb 2023:
Ethnic Advisory Committee Forms

Fall 2023:
RFQ Process and Artist Selection

2023 2024 2025

Winter 2024:
Fabricators start construction

Art in the Park

An! cipated Timeline/Milestones



$126,869

While the Core Community Coali� on oversees the 

en� re GSB project, the Arts Team subcommi� ee 

is focused on the Legacy and Promise Promenade. 

As community organizers and ar� sts grounded in 

this work, they have a unique combina� on of lived 

experience, programma� c exper� se, and passion 

for this project. These qualifi ca� ons make them well 

equipped to ar� culate a clear vision for this project, 

center community voices, and navigate a clear path 

forward.

In 2023, the Arts Team will form an ethnic Adviso-

ry Commi� ee. This group will be composed of two 

representa� ves from each of the historic communi-

� es featured in the promenade to guarantee that the 

process is community-driven. By choosing Advisory 

Commi� ee members and ar� sts from the communi-

� es represented, it ensures direct community repre-

senta� on and connec� on—crea� ng a park experience 

that connects residents and visitors across cultures 

and genera� ons. The group members will be tasked 

with promo� ng and evalua� ng the Requests for 

Qualifi ca� ons, selec� ng ar� sts to develop a proposal 

for each community artwork, and providing feedback 

to support the fi nal design of the commissioned art 

pieces. 

Request for
Qualifications(RFQ)

7 Selected Artists 
Develop Proposal

Outreach & Feedback 
Process for Final Design

Selection Process

Community Rep Groups - Formed from the local community, these are committees tasked with engaging and advocating for their cult
Each group represents seven ethnic-groups respectively, that were identified to have had a significant historical impact in the C

Artist Candidates

Advisory 
Committee 
Groups

7 S
De

work Selection Process

Community Rep Groups - Formed from the lo
Each group represents seven ethnic-groups r

Art Procurement Process & Budget

$1.494MTotal Proposed Art Budget:

A.  (7) Pillar of Promise Artworks
(1 per represented ethnic 
community). $100k $700k

B. (1) Collaborative Pillar of 
Promise Artwork $157k

A. Imbedded Cast Bronze Salmon
by youth and team artists $15k

A. Expository Signage $25k

+ Contingency pool: 20% $209,400

$1.047M

B. Cast Bronze Tree Stumps $50k

Pillars of Promise

Secondary Artworks

C. Parkour Fence $50k

D. Restroom Mural $10k

Other

B. Maintenace Endowment $50k

+ Taxes: 10.1%
+ Fiscal Fee: 8% $110,633
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- Robert Stephens, GSB Core Coali� on

“We are not just crea� ng a place for folks to play in . . .we are crea� ng a place/

space where we can see a refl ec� on of ourselves . . . while enjoying that space.”

Pillars of Promise

Note: Images of the individual Pillars are represenational for size and scale. Actual designs will be determined by the selected artists. 



Engineer’s Estimate with Bid Additives    $6.5 million
Construction Contingency (10%)    $654,000
Estimating Contingency (10%)    $654,000
Tax (10.5%)      $671,345
Soft Costs (25%)      $1.6 million

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION BUDGET    $10.2 million

+Art Funds      $1.5 million

Project Cost Summary

Total Proposed Project Budget: $11.57M
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HEEEAAAALLLTHYYY 

STREEEEEETTTS
PoPoPoPoteten�n� a al l 

collababababorororora� on 

SDDDOOT
$475,0,000$4 ,0,0

FuFuFuFuFundndndndnding g g sososososourcececece: : : : : 

SDSDSDSDOTOTOTOTOT C C C C Comomomommumumumumunityty 

StStStStStrerererereetetetetet 

Imprprprprprovovovovovemenenentstststs 

GrGrGrGrGranananant.t.t.t.t.t. 

KKKKIIINNNGGGGG 

CCCCCOOOOUUUUNNNTTTYY
$209,8373737$2 ,8

FuFuFuFuFuFuFuFuFuFuFuFundndndndndndndndndndndndndininininininininininining g g sosososososoururururururcecececece: : : : : : : : 

KiKiKiKiKiKiKiKingngngngngngngngngngng C C C C C C Couououououououououountntntntntntntntntnty y y y y y y y y y y y y 

Parks HeHeHeHeHeHeHeHealalalalalalalalalthththththththththththy y y y y y y y 

Commununununi� e e es s s 

Fund. FuFundnd

SSSSSPPPPRRRRR,, LLLLLWWWWWCCCFFF  SSSCCCCCC,,,, SSSSSSCC WCF SCC, SPR, LWCF PPRRRRR,,, WWWCFFFSCCCC,,,, S, SPR, LWCF 
MaMaMajojojojojojor r r FuFuFuFuFundndndndinining SoSoSourururururcecececes For r r OtOtOtOtheheheheheher r r MaMaMaMaMaOther Major Funding Sour

trtrtrtrtrucucucucucucuc� � � � ononononon A A A A Andndndndnd S S S So!o!o!o!o!  Costs:s:s:CoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoCoConsnsnsnsnsnsnsnsnstrtrtrtrtrucucucucucucConstruc� on And So!  Costs:

SeSeSeSeSeSeSea"a"a"a"a"a" l l l le e e e e e e CiCiCiCiCiCitytytytytytytytytyty C C C C Cououououncncncncililil R R R R Reit Allololocacacacaca� on 2020202022:2:2:2: 

$5$5$5$50000000000,0,0,0,0,000000000000000000000$5$5$5000000,0,0,0000000000000

SeSeSeSeSeSea"a"a"a"a"a" l l le e e e PaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaPaParkrkrkrkrkrkrkrkrks s s s AnAnAnAnAnd ReReReReRec c c c AsAsAsAsAsseseseseset t t t MaMaMaMaMananananagegegegememememement 

AlAlAlAlAllolololololocacacacacaca� � � onononononononononon: : : : : $1m$1m

FeFeFeFeFeFedededededededededederararararararararal l l l l l l l l l LaLaLaLaLaLaLaLaLaLandndndndnd A A A Andndnd W W Watatatater Conononservrvrvrva�a�a� on n n n 

FuFuFuFuFundndndndndnd G G G G G G G Grararararantntntntntntntnt: : $2$2.085m$2

SeSeSeSea"a"a"a"a"a"a" le e e e e e e e MeMeMeMeMeMeMetrtrtropopopopopololololitititananan P P P Parks D D Districicicict t t t Equitytyty 

FuFuFundndndndndndndnd: $1$1$1$1$1.3m$1$1$1.3

KiKiKiKiKingngngngngng C C C C C C C C C C C Cououououououountntntntnty y y PaPaPaParkrkrkrkrks Levyvyvyvyvy: $800,000$800,000

Funding Plan

SSPS
00$5$5$5000000,0000000$5$5$5 ,0,0

FuFuFundinining SoSoSourcececece: : : : 

Sea" le Publblblicicicic 

ScScSchohohoolololols s s s LeLeLeLeLeLevyvyvyvyvyvy 
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GSB ORGANIZATION CHART

GARFIELD SUPER BLOCK CORE COALITION

The Garfi eld Super Block Coali� on is 

composed of a group of dedicated 

community volunteers.  We are ar� sts, 

architects, community organizers, labor 

leaders and veterans.

Robert Stephens Jr.

Esther Ervin

Karen Estevenin

TraeAnna Holiday

Stephanie Ingram

Sharon Khosla

Valen� na Montecinos

Ann Suter

Nikki Watanabe

GSB PARTNERS

Sea! le Parks Founda� on

City of Sea! le;  OED,OPCD EDI

Sea! le Parks and Recrea� on

Sea! le Public Schools

Parkour Visions

Sea! le Neighborhood Greenways

SDOT

Converge Media

Black Heritage Society

GSB STAFF

Arts Team:

Elisheba Johnson

Esther Ervin

Takiyah Ward

Breeze Coston

Alison Post

Support Staff :

Hilary Dameron

Amanda Root 

Ma!  Metzger

Third Andresen

MalPina Chan

Alex Gallo Brown

Danae Harrison-Corey

Henry Jackson Spieker

Camas Logue

Aleksa Manila

Rainer Metzger

Jake Mille! 

GSB LEAD 

DESIGNERS

SITE WORKSHOP

Aimee Rozier

Clayton Beaudoin

Hanoko O’Leary

Yve! e Perrantes

Harvey Sadis

June Sekiguchi

Steve Sneed

Monica Street

Stewart Wong

GSB ETHNIC

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

www.garfi eldsuperblock.org


