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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
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Located at the heart of the Central Area, the Garfield Superblock is the
community’s central gathering place as well as a historical City-wide
destination. Known to some as “Little City Hall”, the space pulsates with a
rich history of events, people, and moments, which continues today.

The block is comprised of the Garfield Community Center, Medger

Evars Pool, the Tennis Courts and adjoining Garfield Park, including

the historic Garfield Ball Fields; the Teen-Life Center, the Quincy Jones
Performing Arts Center; and Garfield High School and Track and Field.

The community is known for its ethnic and racial diversity, being a historic
platform of important civic events and cultural arts, and warm, welcoming
hospitality during celebrations and in times of need.

The 2020 -2021 goal of the Garfield Superblock - Park and Promenade
Renovation Project is to confirm and implement the unfinished
renovation work of the 2005 Garfield Superblock Master Plan. This was
a planning effort funded by the adjacent Garfield School renovation
(completed in 2008).

The Project design addresses the two following recommendations from
the Master plan that were never implemented:

Grounds Im provements: Site improvements throughout the
park to help support the overall park and amenities use and activities.

A “Legacy and Promise Promenade”: creation of a
pathway that integrates art and amenities that reflect the immense
cultural diversity and rich history of the Central Area.



COLLABORATORS & STAKEHOLDERS

Garfield Super Block Coalition

Ann Suter, Pratt Fine Arts Center

Esther Ervin, Central Area Artist

Karen Estevenin, Executive Director, PROTEC17

Nikki Watanabe, Signal Architecture

Robert Stephens Jr., Central Area Cultural Arts Commission
Sharon Khosla, Fivedot Architects

Stephanie Ingram, Fivedot Architects

TraeAnna Holiday, Africatown and King County Equity Now
Valentina Montecinos, Montecinos Financial Consulting

City Collaborators

Office of Economic Development
OPCD Equitable Development Initiative
King County

Seattle Parks Foundation

ARC

Seattle Parks and Recreation

Seattle Public Schools

Identified Stakeholders

Duwamish People Council

Temple De Hirsch Sinai

Black Heritage Society

James Washington Foundation

Central Area Cultural Arts Commission
Pratt Fine Arts Center

Wing Luke Museum

Dante Alighieri Society of Washington
Chief Seattle Club

Seattle Chinatown International District
Preservation and Development Authority (SCIPDA)

Project Website:
www.garfieldsuperblock.org
Contact Email:
GarfieldSBC@gmail.com

Garfield High School

Garfield Teen Life Center

Garfield Community Center

Historic Central Area Arts and Cultural District (HCAACH)
Garfield Campus Advisory Council

African American Veterans Group of WA State

Filipino Community Center

Africatown

CAYA- Central Area Youth Association
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PROJECT HISTORY

Garfield Design
Site Workshop selected as

Super Block consultant. Schematic design phase
Master Plan begins funded by the Office of
created with two Economic Development.
design options
for the Legacy o
and Promise Public
Promenade Engagement
Community Meeting
O & Open House

Community & Stakeholder

o Engagement

Community engagement kicks off at MLK
Day event at Garfield HS. Continues with
an on-line survey and a series of online
workshops with stakeholders.

o

Making Progress

GSBC receives grants from the
Equitable Development Initiative
and King County. The Seattle Parks

2017 2019 E;gr:]gg:ions signs on as fiscal

ZOiS 2020

2008 BACK ON TRACK! 2018

Organization / Planning

/ Research (o)
Garfield Central Area 2 O 2 1
High School Neighborhood
Renovation Design Guidelines HERE WI-; ARE .
Complete Adopted Schematic Design



PROJECT HISTORY

1998 Neighborhood Plan:

2004-2006: Design and Community Engagement for the Garfield High School Renovation

Garfield was named as a historic place in the neighborhood plan.

and Surrounding grounds.

During this two year process, The Garfield Building Renovation Committee held
monthly meetings to involve community members, stakeholders, and educators in
the design of the high school building renovation and surrounding area. Meetings
were open to the community, and the group presented its findings to the school
Board.

2005: As part of the Garfield School Renovation Design , a Master Plan for the site was
created.

The theme of “Legacy and Promise” - past, present and future was developed to tell
the story of the seven ethnic groups of the central area.

The term “Garfield Super Block” (GSB) was coined to describe the area.

The City of Seattle’s Master Plan issued a Master Use Permit (Application #2401480)
to continue the renovations of Garfield Super Block.

2008: Garfield High School Renovation Completed

N

High School Renovation completed

Despite strong community support the following projects were never completed as
promised.

Art and History integration via the Legacy and Promise promenade

Park grounds improvements

Parking improvements

MASTERPLAN DESIGN A, 2005
Midblock Scheme

(ng) City of Seattle



PROJECT HISTORY-CONT.

2013-2017: Back on Track- Reorganization

In 2013, the 23rd Avenue - Advisory Core Team (23rd

Ave ACT), was created. Comprised of a diverse group of
community stakeholders the team engaged in committee
work to begin the revival of the outstanding GSB projects
as part of an upgrade to the 1998 Neighborhood Plan. The
group created an action plan coupled with zoning upgrades
that focused on three nodes: Jackson, Cherry and Union. As
part of this effort, multiple projects were funded with City
grants, including block parties, parks improvements, and
lighting studies.

Multiple open community meetings were held. Outreach was
coordinated in partnership with the City of Seattle to gather
input and broaden community involvement.

In 2014 the Central Area Design Guidelines Coalition was
created to work on establishing Central Area neighborhood
design guidelines to be adopted into code and applied to the
existing citywide design guidelines. In creating the guidelines,
boundaries for where these new guidelines were applied
shifted the existing board boundaries allowing a new central
area board to be created. The new boundary follows the
historic Redlined District that was established in the 1960’s.

23rd Ave ACT evolved into an action-oriented group, which
then morphed into the Central Area Collaborative and the
Historic Central Area Arts and Culture District (HCAACD), both
of which are still active.

The Garfield grounds and campus were established as historic
placemakers by the HCAACD.

e The Central Area Cultural Arts Commission and Garfield Advisory Council,
have worked consistently leading this work and participating/overseeing
work. They convened and presented the 2005 Master plan to the City
Council in 2016-2017. In order to continue the work, they applied for an
OED grant in 2018 and were awarded the grant in 2019.

2018: Central Area Design Guidelines Adopted and New CA board Created

2019: GSB Coalition created.

e The coalition is made up of various stakeholders that are active in the
Central Area and have been part of the work leading up to this project.
The GSB Coalition used the grant money from OED to hire a Landscape
Architect to update and refresh the master plan created in 2005.

e The GSB Coalition works alongside the hired design consultant to ensure
past community outreach is implemented in the updated plan. The group
is also working to establish city collaborators to begin gaining support and
recognition for this critical project.

2020: Schematic Design for Phase 1 is completed.
e Seattle Parks Proview is Completed.

Dec. 2020: Partnership with Seattle Parks Foundation as fiscal sponsor is
established

Grant History

e 2019 Office of Economic Development: $25,000

e November 2020: Office of Planning and Community Development- Equity
Development Initiave: $50,000



CULTURAL HISTORY

Garfield High School has a long history of arts and activism.

“Garfield
High School has
been and continues

to be a significant
contributor to the unique
development, heritage and
diverse cultural character
and promise of the
Central District”

~Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board
Designation Report

ceec

We're ensuring this
project gives reverence to
the cultural heritage that
has been the fabric of the
American melting pot”

“We are not just creating a
place for folks to play in...

But we are creating a place/
space and environment where
we can see a reflection of
ourselves...while enjoying
“THAT” space..”

~Robert Stephens Jr.

The
Garfield Campus
is considered as the
Cultural City Hub of the
Central area. Various events
and people have made history
here from Homer Harris, who
became the first black captain of a
Big Ten Football team in 1937 to
Reverand Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr’s visit to Garfield
High School in 1961.

GARFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

Notable Alumni
Homer Harris Fred Bassetti
athlete architect
Quincy Jones
musician
Jimi Hendrix Mary
musician McCarthy
author
Irwin Caplan
cartoonist
Debbie
Clarence Acox
ArmStrong musician & director
athlete of the Garfield High
School Jazz Ensemble
Yasser
Seirawan
chess champion
Minoru Ted Rand
Yamasaki illustrator
architect

(ng) City of Seattle



COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

The Central District has strong historical ties with the following cultural communities:

Duwamish

Jewish

Black/African American
Japanese

Chinese

Filipino

Italian

NoubkwNeE

As the surrounding neighborhood changes rapidly, this project aims to share and memorialize the stories of these communities. Through art and
community engagement, this park will be both an anchor for the past and commitment to a diverse future.



EXISTING SITE CONDITIONS
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CURRENT DESIGN - CONCEPT DIAGRAM
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CHEMATIC DESIGN
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CURRENT DESIGN-PLANTING Lawn

Pacific NW Natives

ﬂ Garden Planting

@. Streetscape Planting

(L 0 ; Potential Trees for
——~ s _~s Removal

Q 2:1 Replacement Trees

Odb
/N 1 NATIVE PLANTING
| | |
>a(¢ |
| |
\Ys 8V |
L 1 1 1 -

GARDEN PLANTING



CURRENT DESIGN-ENLARGED AREAS
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
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ART INTEGRATION

Art will play a major role in connecting to the seven
cultures* that make up the history of the Central Area.
The artwork will depict the stories of those culture and
other significant events* that happened in the CA.

The GSB coalition intends to collaborate with community
groups early on so that the art is a unique and integral
part of the overall design. Seen as an extension to the
murals in Garfield Highschool, art along the Promenade
will tell the history of the Central Area in a chronological
way as you move through the site. All the artwork will
have site constraints as this project is entirely outdoors.
There will be individual and collaborative art pieces.

The Coalition is in the process of creating guidelines

for how the art will be integrated and how artists will

be selected. The Coalition does not intend to initiate a
public call for artists, but instead, to work closely with
community groups and stakeholders from the seven
cultures listed to identify artists. We will also be calling
upon the young people of the Central Area to help depict
their hopes and dreams for the future.

*Examples of Historical events to be represented:

1. Chief Sealth Mother’s People life in the area

2. 1850 US Treaties that pushed Duwamish out of Area to
reservations

3. William Grose Founder of Seattle Central Area

4, Seattle’s red lining

5. Data about the purchase of the park and high school
from the Henry Yesler Estate

THE HISTORY WALL IN GARFIELD HIGH SCHOOL



A RT V I S I O N To engage with the seven different cultural groups that are historically represented in
the area, including the (1) Duwamish (2) Jewish (3) Black/African American (4) Japanese (5)
Chinese (6) Filipino (7) Italian to create a series of artworks that tell the history of the area
and reflect the pride in its cultural background.
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PHASING PLAN
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COST ESTIMATE SUMMARY

PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE - Based on Schematic Design

TOTAL PROJECT BUDGET* $6.1 million
(Includes Design and Construction Fees)

PRELIMINARY CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE

Phase Start

Design Sept 2020
Permitting Dec 2021
100% Construction Documents Mid-Aug 2022
Bidding & Contracting Nov 2022
Construction Feb 2023

End

December 2021
Jun 2022

Sept 2022

Jan 2023
Aug 2023

*This is preliminary budget based on a schematic design and does not fully incorporate the art scope.

@p) City of Seattle
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FAQ’S

Who's going to pay for this?

In alignment with the past agreements primary funding will be
through The City of Seattle. Further funding will come from

a combination private grants and donations. Fundraising efforts
will be led and organized by the GSB Coalition. Possible funding
sources include: The City of Seattle and Seattle School District,
Garfield Alumni, local businesses, and local and national grant
funds.

What will this cost?
Preliminary cost estimates put the project costs at approximately
$5.5 M. This estimate is using current construction costs.

Will the ball fields be affected?

The actual fields will not be affected. The fence, the outer
perimeter and the grounds surrounding the outside of the
perimeter may be improved.

How will the artists get selected?

The GSB Coalition is currently creating a process to select a
team of artists. The plan is to have artists from each of the 7
ethic groups participate in a holistic art plan for the park that
is integral to the overall design. Curation will be overseen by
members of the GSB Coalition who have extensive experience
in public art installation and are involved in other community
projects.

Will the new design be wheelchair accessible?
Yes. It is one of our main goals to make the park much more
accessible all the way around the ball fields.

How can | help?

Please contact the GSB Coalition to find out how you can
help. Help can range from financial donations to donations of
skill and time. If your interested, contact the GSB Coalition at
GarfieldSBC@gmail.com.

Will programs at the community center be affected?

This project will enhance programming at the Community
Center, with improved outdoor space, and provide history
and context to the community users.

Will the pool be affected?

The landscape plan incorporates grounds improvements
around the pool building. The pool building itself will not be
affected and use of the pool will not be interrupted.

Where can | get the most current information?
Please visit our website at www.garfieldsuperblock.org

In order to provide feedback, please visit our survey at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K8J5J8D

(ng) City of Seattle
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

The following Supporting documents provide background
documentation about the super block and the masterplanning
process:

1. Garfield Park history and the Duwamish People

2. Notes from Meeting with the City of Seattle establishing the
Garfield Super Block and noting improvements to be completed.
3. Notes from Feb. 2021 Proview Presentation with Seattle Parks
and Recreation
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June 2020 Design
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Proview Comments

Play area pockets may be too small and could prevent free play movements
Buffer between parking and play is more important than between play and fields
Artful fence needs to be compatible with ballfields (location and materiality)

Look at multi-uses at tennis courts
Show recently installed bleachers

Maintain storage for grounds crew and ball-
fields

More trees and planting on east slope

Artful band through lawn and planting is
problematic

Logs & boulders instead of nature play

Prefer ADA path to start at top of stairs

Look at safety zones for slides, climbing &
porch swings

Show recently installed bleachers

: : Prevent parking in planting strip on 25th

>

Show recently installed bleachers

Elevated boxes may be tripping hazards Need to maintain maintenance routes to
Community Center, Generator & Fields

Preserve existing tree canopy
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Community Feedback

Full basketball court
More picnic tables and bbqgs
Parkour

Art or Water Feature
in the Living Room

< D

Put more resource to widening the south pathway
to provide a full loop experience

Continue the artful paving band on the south

4 L
Improve lighting

Art that is visible from the street

Coordinate with 23rd Ave wayfinding & sig-

nal box art

Is there an opportunity for Parkour
Opportunities with next ballfield renovation?

J

Legacy & Promise Promenade

Biking

Walking

Ball Fields
Playground

Tennis

Bathrooms
Cleanliness

Dog Activities
Gardens & Flowers & Trees
Accessibility
Lighting

Paths

Public Art
Furnishings
Parking

Programs & Events

Other

Improvement Priorities

41.67%

41.67%

66.67%

50.00%

66.67%

58.33%

50.00%

41.67%

41.67%

(ng) City of Seattle

37






(ng) City of Seattle

39






	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



