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 OVERALL SCOPE:
• UPDATE SITE PLAN (SD LEVEL)
• COST ESTIMATE
• COMMUNITY OUTREACH

 SITE FURNISHINGS 
• SEATING/EVENT SEATING
• BENCHES
• SIGNAGE/WAYFINDING
• LIGHTING (PED.)
• FENCE IMPROVEMENTS
• STORAGE

 PAVING
• SITE
• STREETSCAPE
• CROSSWALKS

 LANDSCAPE
• SITE PLANTING
• STREETSCAPE PLANTING

 ART
• PLAQUES (EXST.)
• NOTABLE ALUMNI
• 7 CULTURES
• DECORATIVE PAVING

 STRUCTURE
• RESTROOM

RESTROOM 
REMODEL

Located at the heart of the Central Area, the Garfi eld Superblock is the 
community’s central gathering place as well as a historical City-wide 
desƟ naƟ on.  Known to some as “LiƩ le City Hall”, the space pulsates with a 
rich history of events, people, and moments, which conƟ nues today.  

The block is comprised of the Garfi eld Community Center, Medger 
Evars Pool, the Tennis Courts and adjoining Garfi eld Park, including 
the historic Garfi eld Ball Fields; the Teen-Life Center, the Quincy Jones 
Performing Arts Center; and Garfi eld High School and Track and Field.  
The community is known for its ethnic and racial diversity, being a historic 
plaƞ orm of important civic events and cultural arts, and warm, welcoming 
hospitality during celebraƟ ons and in Ɵ mes of need. 

The 2020 -2021 goal of the Garfi eld Superblock - Park and Promenade 
RenovaƟ on Project is to confi rm and implement the unfi nished 
renovaƟ on work of the 2005 Garfield Superblock Master Plan. This was 
a planning effort funded by the adjacent Garfield School renovaƟ on 
(completed in 2008). 

The Project design addresses the two following recommendaƟ ons from 
the Master plan that were never implemented:

Grounds Improvements: Site improvements throughout the 
park to help support the overall park and ameniƟ es use and acƟ viƟ es.

A “Legacy and Promise Promenade”: CreaƟ on of a 
pathway that integrates art and ameniƟ es that refl ect the immense 
cultural diversity and rich history of the Central Area. 

PROJECT SCOPE PLAN, 2019
Site Workshop

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
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COLLABORATORS & STAKEHOLDERS
Garfield Super Block Coalition 
Ann Suter, Pratt Fine Arts Center 				  
Esther Ervin, Central Area Artist											         
Karen Estevenin, Executive Director, PROTEC17
Nikki Watanabe, Signal Architecture
Robert Stephens Jr., Central Area Cultural Arts Commission
Sharon Khosla, Fivedot Architects
Stephanie Ingram, Fivedot Architects
TraeAnna Holiday, Africatown and King County Equity Now
Valentina Montecinos, Montecinos Financial Consulting 

City Collaborators
Office of Economic Development
OPCD Equitable Development Initiative
King County
Seattle Parks Foundation
ARC
Seattle Parks and Recreation
Seattle Public Schools

Identified Stakeholders
Duwamish People Council					     Garfield High School
Temple De Hirsch Sinai					     Garfield Teen Life Center
Black Heritage Society						     Garfield Community Center
James Washington Foundation				    Historic Central Area Arts and Cultural District (HCAACH)	
Central Area Cultural Arts Commission			   Garfield Campus Advisory Council
Pratt Fine Arts Center						     African American Veterans Group of WA State
Wing Luke Museum						      Filipino Community Center
Dante Alighieri Society of Washington			   Africatown
Chief Seattle Club						      CAYA- Central Area Youth Association
Seattle Chinatown International District 
Preservation and Development Authority (SCIPDA)

Project Website:
www.garfieldsuperblock.org 
Contact Email: 
GarfieldSBC@gmail.com



PROJECT HISTORY

2021

2005

Garfi eld 
Super Block 
Master Plan 
created with two 
design opƟ ons 
for the Legacy 
and Promise 
Promenade

Garfi eld 
High School 
RenovaƟ on
Complete

2008 BACK ON TRACK! 
OrganizaƟ on / Planning 
/ Research

Central Area 
Neighborhood 
Design Guidelines 
Adopted

2015

2018

2017

Public 
Engagement
Community MeeƟ ng 
& Open House

2019

HERE WE ARE

Design
Site Workshop selected as 
consultant. SchemaƟ c design phase 
begins funded by the Offi  ce of 
Economic Development.

Community & Stakeholder 
Engagement
Community engagement kicks off  at MLK 
Day event at Garfi eld HS. ConƟ nues with 
an on-line survey and a series of online 
workshops with stakeholders.

2020

SchemaƟ c Design

Making Progress
GSBC receives grants from the 
Equitable Development IniƟ aƟ ve 
and King County. The SeaƩ le Parks 
FoundaƟ ons signs on as fi scal 
sponsor.



1998 Neighborhood Plan:
• Garfi eld was named as a historic place in the neighborhood plan. 

2004-2006: Design and Community Engagement for the Garfi eld High School RenovaƟ on 
and Surrounding grounds.
• During this two year process, The Garfi eld Building RenovaƟ on CommiƩ ee held 

monthly meeƟ ngs to involve community members, stakeholders, and educators in 
the design of the high school building renovaƟ on and surrounding area.  MeeƟ ngs 
were open to the community, and the group presented its fi ndings to the school 
Board. 

2005:  As part of the Garfi eld School RenovaƟ on Design , a Master Plan for the site was 
created. 
• The theme of “Legacy and Promise” - past, present and future was developed to tell 

the story of the seven ethnic groups of the central area.  
• The term “Garfi eld Super Block”  (GSB) was coined to describe the area. 
• The City of SeaƩ le’s Master Plan issued a Master Use Permit (ApplicaƟ on #2401480) 

to conƟ nue the renovaƟ ons of Garfi eld Super Block.

2008: Garfi eld High School RenovaƟ on Completed
• High School RenovaƟ on completed 
• Despite strong community support the following projects were never completed as 

promised. 
1. Art and History integra  on via the Legacy and Promise promenade
2. Park grounds improvements
3. Parking improvements

MASTERPLAN DESIGN A, 2005
Midblock Scheme
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2013-2017: Back on Track- ReorganizaƟ on
• In 2013, the 23rd Avenue - Advisory Core Team (23rd 

Ave ACT), was created.  Comprised of a diverse group of 
community stakeholders the team engaged in commiƩ ee 
work to begin the revival of the outstanding GSB projects 
as part of an upgrade to the 1998 Neighborhood Plan.  The 
group created an acƟ on plan coupled with zoning upgrades 
that focused on three nodes: Jackson, Cherry and Union. As 
part of this effort, mulƟ ple  projects were funded with City 
grants, including block parƟ es, parks improvements, and 
lighƟ ng studies.

• MulƟ ple open community meeƟ ngs were held.  Outreach was 
coordinated in partnership with the City of SeaƩ le to gather 
input and broaden community involvement.

• In 2014 the Central Area Design Guidelines CoaliƟ on was 
created to work on establishing Central Area neighborhood 
design guidelines to be adopted into code and applied to the 
exisƟ ng citywide design guidelines.  In creaƟ ng the guidelines, 
boundaries for where these new guidelines were applied 
shiŌ ed the exisƟ ng board boundaries allowing a new central 
area board to be created.  The new boundary  follows the 
historic Redlined District that was established in the 1960’s.

• 23rd Ave ACT evolved into an acƟ on-oriented group, which 
then morphed into the Central Area CollaboraƟ ve and the 
Historic Central Area Arts and Culture District (HCAACD), both 
of which are sƟ ll acƟ ve.

• The Garfield grounds and campus were established as historic 
placemakers by the HCAACD.

• The Central Area Cultural Arts Commission and Garfi eld Advisory Council, 
have worked consistently leading this work and parƟ cipaƟ ng/overseeing 
work.  They convened and presented the 2005 Master plan to the City 
Council in 2016-2017.  In order to conƟ nue the work, they applied for an 
OED grant in 2018 and were awarded the grant in 2019.

2018: Central Area Design Guidelines Adopted and New CA board Created

2019: GSB CoaliƟ on created.  
• The coaliƟ on is made up of various stakeholders that are acƟ ve in the 

Central Area and have been part of the work leading up to this project.  
The GSB CoaliƟ on used the grant money from OED to hire a Landscape 
Architect to update and refresh the master plan created in 2005.

• The GSB CoaliƟ on works alongside the hired design consultant to ensure 
past community outreach is implemented in the updated plan.  The group 
is also working to establish city collaborators to begin gaining support and 
recogniƟ on for this criƟ cal project.  

2020: SchemaƟ c Design for Phase 1 is completed.  
• SeaƩ le Parks Proview is Completed. 

Dec. 2020: Partnership with SeaƩ le Parks FoundaƟ on as fi scal sponsor is 
established

Grant History 
• 2019 Offi  ce of Economic Development: $25,000
• November 2020: Offi  ce of Planning and Community Development- Equity 

Development IniƟ ave: $50,000 

PROJECT HISTORYͳCONT.
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GARFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 
Notable Alumni

“Garfi eld 
High School has 

been and continues 
to be a signifi cant 
contributor to the unique 
development, heritage and 
diverse cultural character 
and promise of the 

Central District.”
-Seattle Landmarks Preservation Board 

Designation Report

““We’re ensuring this 
project gives reverence to 
the cultural heritage that 
has been the fabric of the 
American melting pot.”
-TraeAnna Holiday

Homer Harris
athlete

Quincy Jones
musician

Jimi Hendrix
musician

Irwin Caplan
cartoonist

Yasser 
Seirawan 
chess champion

Clarence Acox
musician & director 
of the Garfi eld High 
School Jazz Ensemble

Ted Rand
illustrator

Debbie 
Armstrong
athlete

Fred Bassetti
architect 

Mary 
McCarthy
author

Minoru 
Yamasaki
architect

“We are not just creating a 
place for folks to play in...
But we are creating a place/
space and environment where 
we can see a refl ection of 
ourselves...while enjoying 
“THAT” space...”
-Robert Stephens Jr.

Th e 
Garfi eld Campus 

is considered as the 
Cultural City Hub of the 

Central area. Various events 
and people have made history 
here from Homer Harris, who 
became the fi rst black captain of a 
Big Ten Football team in 1937 to 

Reverand Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr’s visit to Garfi eld 

High School in 1961.

CULTURAL HISTORY
Garfi eld High School has a long history of arts and acƟ vism. 



The Central District has strong historical Ɵ es with the following cultural communiƟ es: 

1. Duwamish 
2. Jewish 
3. Black/African American
4. Japanese 
5. Chinese
6. Filipino
7. Italian   

As the surrounding neighborhood changes rapidly, this project aims to share and memorialize the stories of these communiƟ es. Through art and 
community engagement, this park will be both an anchor for the past and commitment to a diverse future. 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
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CURRENT DESIGNͳENLARGED AREAS
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Art will play a major role in connecƟ ng to the seven 
cultures* that make up the history of the Central Area.  
The artwork will depict the stories of those culture and 
other signifi cant events* that happened in the CA.

The GSB coaliƟ on intends to collaborate with community 
groups early on so that the art is a unique and integral 
part of the overall design.  Seen as an extension to the 
murals in Garfi eld Highschool, art along the Promenade 
will tell the history of the Central Area in a chronological 
way as you move through the site.  All the artwork will 
have site constraints as this project is enƟ rely outdoors.  
There will be individual and collaboraƟ ve art pieces.

The CoaliƟ on is in the process of creaƟ ng guidelines 
for how the art will be integrated and how arƟ sts will 
be selected.  The CoaliƟ on does not intend to iniƟ ate a 
public call for arƟ sts, but instead, to work closely with 
community groups and stakeholders from the seven 
cultures listed to idenƟ fy arƟ sts.  We will also be calling 
upon the young people of the Central Area to help depict 
their hopes and dreams for the future.  

*Examples of Historical events to be represented:

1. Chief Sealth Mother’s People life in the area
2. 1850 US TreaƟ es that pushed Duwamish out of Area to 
reservaƟ ons
3. William Grose Founder of SeaƩ le Central Area
4. SeaƩ le’s red lining
5. Data about the purchase of the park and high school 
from the Henry Yesler Estate

ART INTEGRATION

THE HISTORY WALL IN GARFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 



ART VISION
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Sculptural 
Furnishing

Fence Art

Water Feature

Gateway
Artwork

Sculptural 
Furnishing

Groundplane 
Artwork

To engage with the seven diff erent cultural groups that are historically represented in 
the area, including the (1) Duwamish (2) Jewish (3) Black/African American (4) Japanese (5) 
Chinese (6) Filipino (7) Italian to create a series of artworks that tell the history of the area 

and refl ect the pride in its cultural background.

Groundplane 
Artwork

Gateway
Artwork
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GARFIELD SUPER BLOCK CAMPUS PLAN
PHASING PLAN

  PHASE 1
  Legacy & Promise Promenade  
  + 
  SE Corner

  PHASE 2
  North Promenade Extension

  COMMUNITY DESIGN/BUILD

  ART

  Legacy & Promise Promenade

  COMMUNITY DESIGN/BUILD
  Gateways & Nature Path

  Community Groups: 

   - Urban Artworks
   - GHS Students
   - UW Design/Build
   - Volunteer Contractor

  PLAY FUNDER

Fund: SPR Improvements

  PHASE 3
  East Promenade Extension 

  Fund: King Co. Water Works

  PHASE 3
  South Promenade Extension 

  FUTURE PHASE

  FUTURE PHASE
  ROW Improvements & Slope  
  Path at 23rd

  PLAY FUNDER
  Parkour 

  Fund: King. Co. Youth 
  Sports & Fac. 

  SHELTER FUNDER
  Shelter

  Fund: Tiny Cultural Spaces 

  PLAY FUNDER
  Mixed Court Play 

 Fund: 
  - SPR 2026 Improvments
   - King Co. Youth Sports & Fac.   RESTROOM FUNDER

  Restroom

  Fund: SPR Improvements

PHASING PLAN



PRELIMINARY COST ESTIMATE - Based on Schema  c Design

TOTAL PROJECT BUDGET*    $6.1 million
(Includes Design and Construc  on Fees)

PRELIMINARY CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE

Phase        Start    End

Design       Sept 2020   December 2021

Permi   ng       Dec 2021   Jun 2022

100% Construc  on Documents    Mid-Aug 2022  Sept 2022

Bidding & Contrac  ng     Nov 2022   Jan 2023

Construc  on      Feb 2023   Aug 2023

*This is preliminary budget based on a schema  c design and does not fully incorporate the art scope.
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Who’s going to pay for this? 
In alignment with the past agreements primary funding will be 
through The City of SeaƩ le.  Further funding will come from 
a combinaƟ on private grants and donaƟ ons.  Fundraising eff orts 
will be led and organized by the GSB CoaliƟ on. Possible funding 
sources include: The  City of SeaƩ le and SeaƩ le School District, 
Garfi eld Alumni, local businesses, and local and naƟ onal grant 
funds. 

What will this cost? 
Preliminary cost esƟ mates put the project costs at approximately 
$5.5 M.  This esƟ mate is using current construcƟ on costs.

Will the ball fi elds be aff ected?
The actual fi elds will not be aff ected. The fence, the outer 
perimeter and the grounds surrounding the outside of the 
perimeter may be improved.

How will the arƟ sts get selected?  
The GSB CoaliƟ on is currently creaƟ ng a process to select a 
team of arƟ sts.  The plan is to have arƟ sts from each of the 7 
ethic groups parƟ cipate in a holisƟ c art plan for the park that 
is integral to the overall design. CuraƟ on will be overseen by 
members of the GSB CoaliƟ on who have extensive experience 
in public art installaƟ on and are involved in other community 
projects.

Will the new design be wheelchair accessible?
Yes.  It is one of our main goals to make the park much more 
accessible all the way around the ball fi elds.

How can I help?
Please contact the GSB CoaliƟ on to fi nd out how you can 
help. Help can range from fi nancial donaƟ ons to donaƟ ons of 
skill and Ɵ me.   If your interested, contact the GSB CoaliƟ on at
Garfi eldSBC@gmail.com.

Will programs at the community center be aff ected?
This project will enhance programming at the Community 
Center, with improved outdoor space, and provide history 
and context to the community users. 

Will the pool be aff ected?  
The landscape plan incorporates grounds improvements 
around the pool building.  The pool building itself will not be 
aff ected and use of the pool will not be interrupted. 

Where can I get the most current informaƟ on?
Please visit our website at www.garfi eldsuperblock.org

In order to provide feedback, please visit our survey at 
hƩ ps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/K8J5J8D

29

FAQ’S



The following SupporƟ ng documents provide background 
documentaƟ on about the super block and the masterplanning 
process: 

1. Garfi eld Park history and the Duwamish People
2. Notes from MeeƟ ng with the City of SeaƩ le establishing the 
Garfi eld Super Block and noƟ ng improvements to be completed.
3. Notes from Feb. 2021 Proview PresentaƟ on with SeaƩ le Parks 
and RecreaƟ on 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS



1.
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2. 
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Proview Comments

Prefer ADA path to start at top of stairs
Look at safety zones for slides, climbing & 
porch swings
Show recently installed bleachers

Show recently installed bleachers
Elevated boxes may be tripping hazards

Look at multi-uses at tennis courts
Show recently installed bleachers
Maintain storage for grounds crew and ball-
fi elds

Play area pockets may be too small and could prevent free play movements
Buffer between parking and play is more important than between play and fi elds
Artful fence needs to be compatible with ballfi elds (location and materiality)

Prevent parking in planting strip on 25th
More trees and planting on east slope
Artful band through lawn and planting is 
problematic
Logs & boulders instead of nature play
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Need to maintain maintenance routes to 
Community Center, Generator & Fields
Preserve existing tree canopy





Community Feedback
Full basketball court
More picnic tables and bbqs
Parkour

Put more resource to widening the south pathway 
to provide a full loop experience
Continue the artful paving band on the south 

Improve lighting
Art that is visible from the street
Coordinate with 23rd Ave wayfi nding & sig-
nal box art
Is there an opportunity for Parkour
Opportunities with next ballfi eld renovation?

Improvement PrioriƟ es
Legacy & Promise Promenade

Biking

Walking

Ball Fields

Playground

Tennis

Bathrooms

Cleanliness

Dog AcƟ viƟ es

Gardens & Flowers & Trees

Accessibility

LighƟ ng

Paths

Public Art

Furnishings

Parking

Programs & Events

Other

41.67%

66.67%

41.67%

66.67%

58.33%

50.00%

41.67%

41.67%

50.00%

Art or Water Feature 
in the Living Room
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